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strongly chitinized. The abdomen is soft. There are biting,
carnivorous mandibles, short antennae and simple eyes. The
body is very flexible, and the larva can wriggle rapidly back-
wards, using the tip of the abdomen as an additional leg.
Larvae live under the bark, or in crevices, and feed on small
insects and larvae. They can fast for quite long periods, and
may pass two or more years as a larva if food is scarce. The
pupa lies in a slight cell or cavity under the bark; there is
no cocoon. At the end of this stage, the pupa crawls out of
its cell and for a short distance up the trunk of the tree, before
the imago appears. There is never more than one brood in
the year ; the insect generally hibernates as a larva, but
Raphidia maculicollis passes the greater part of the winter
in the pupal state (C, L. W.). As checks may be mentioned
fungal (e.g. Empusa lampyridarum) and Hymenopterous
parasites, which attack the larva.
There are several monographs on the family ; see Navas,
Arch. Inst. Catalan, 1918, and Peter sen, Gen. Ins. Fasc. 154
(1914). Albarda monographed the Raphidiidce in Tijdschr.
Enlom. XXXIV, 1891.
We have four British species of EapTiidia : R. notaia, E.
xanthostigma, E. cognata, and E. maculicollis. The British
work on the family is that of MacLachlan (1868).